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LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
FEDERAL LAW ON STATE, DISTRICT & SCHOOL REPORT CARDS 
 
Title I – Part A Subpart 1 – Basic Program Requirements Sec. 1111 -- 
 
(h) REPORTS- 

(1) ANNUAL STATE REPORT CARD- 
 

(A) IN GENERAL- Not later than the beginning of the 2002-2003 
school year, unless the State has received a 1-year extension 
pursuant to subsection (c)(1), a State that receives assistance 
under this part shall prepare and disseminate an annual State 
report card. 

 
(B) IMPLEMENTATION- The State report card shall be— 

(i) concise; and 
(ii) presented in an understandable and uniform format and, 
to the extent practicable, provided in a language that the 
parents can understand. 
 

(C) REQUIRED INFORMATION - The State shall include in its 
annual State report card— 
 

(i) information, in the aggregate, on student achievement at 
each proficiency level on the State academic assessments 
described in subsection (b)(3) (disaggregated by race, 
ethnicity, gender, disability status, migrant status, English 
proficiency, and status as economically disadvantaged, 
except that such disaggregation shall not be required in a 
case in which the number of students in a category is 
insufficient to yield statistically reliable information or the 
results would reveal personally identifiable information about 
an individual student); 
 
(ii) information that provides a comparison between the 
actual achievement levels of each group of students 
described in subsection (b)(2)(C)(v) and the State's annual 
measurable objectives for each such group of students on 
each of the academic assessments required under this part; 
 
(iii) the percentage of students not tested (disaggregated by 
the same categories and subject to the same exception 
described in clause (i)); 
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(iv) the most recent 2-year trend in student achievement in 
each subject area, and for each grade level, for which 
assessments under this section are required; 
 
(v) aggregate information on any other indicators used by 
the State to determine the adequate yearly progress of 
students in achieving State academic achievement 
standards; 
 
(vi) graduation rates for secondary school students 
consistent with subsection (b)(2)(C)(vi); 
 
(vii) information on the performance of local educational 
agencies in the State regarding making adequate yearly 
progress, including the number and names of each school 
identified for school improvement under section 1116; and 
 
(viii) the professional qualifications of teachers in the State, 
the percentage of such teachers teaching with emergency or 
provisional credentials, and the percentage of classes in the 
State not taught by highly qualified teachers, in the 
aggregate and disaggregated by high-poverty compared to 
low-poverty schools which, for the purpose of this clause, 
means schools in the top quartile of poverty and the bottom 
quartile of poverty in the State. 
 

(D) OPTIONAL INFORMATION- The State may include in its 
annual State report card such other information as the State 
believes will best provide parents, students, and other members of 
the public with information regarding the progress of each of the 
State's public elementary schools and public secondary schools. 
Such information may include information regarding— 
 

(i) school attendance rates; 
 
(ii) average class size in each grade; 
 
(iii) academic achievement and gains in English proficiency 
of limited English proficient students; 
 
(iv) the incidence of school violence, drug abuse, 
alcohol abuse, student suspensions, and student 
expulsions;** (See citation below that requires public 
reporting of this data.) 
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(v) the extent and type of parental involvement in the 
schools; 
 
(vi) the percentage of students completing advanced 
placement courses, and the rate of passing of advanced 
placement tests; and 
 
(vii) a clear and concise description of the State's 
accountability system, including a description of the criteria 
by which the State evaluates school performance, and the 
criteria that the State has established, consistent with 
subsection (b)(2), to determine the status of schools 
regarding school improvement, corrective action, and 
restructuring. 
 

(2) ANNUAL LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REPORT CARDS- 
 

(A) REPORT CARDS- 
 

(i) IN GENERAL- Not later than the beginning of the 2002-
2003 school year, a local educational agency that receives 
assistance under this part shall prepare and disseminate an 
annual local educational agency report card, except that the 
State educational agency may provide the local educational 
agency 1 additional year if the local educational agency 
demonstrates that exceptional or uncontrollable 
circumstances, such as a natural disaster or a precipitous 
and unforeseen decline in the financial resources of the local 
educational agency, prevented full implementation of this 
paragraph by that deadline and that the local educational 
agency will complete implementation within the additional 1-
year period. 
 
(ii) SPECIAL RULE- If a State educational agency has 
received an extension pursuant to subsection (c)(1), then a 
local educational agency within that State shall not be 
required to include the information required under paragraph 
(1)(C) in such report card during such extension. 
 

(B) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS - The State educational agency 
shall ensure that each local educational agency collects appropriate 
data and includes in the local educational agency's annual report 
the information described in paragraph (1)(C) as applied to the 
local educational agency and each school served by the local 
educational agency, and— 
 



 9

(i) in the case of a local educational agency— 
(I) the number and percentage of schools 
identified for school improvement under section 
1116(c) and how long the schools have been so 
identified; and 
(II) information that shows how students served 
by the local educational agency achieved on the 
statewide academic assessment compared to 
students in the State as a whole; and 
 

(ii) in the case of a school— 
(I) whether the school has been identified for 
school improvement; and 

(II) information that shows how the school's students 
achievement on the statewide academic assessments and 
other indicators of adequate yearly progress compared to 
students in the local educational agency and the State as a 
whole. 
 
(C) OTHER INFORMATION - A local educational agency may 
include in its annual local educational agency report card any other 
appropriate information, whether or not such information is included 
in the annual State report card. 
 
(D) DATA- A local educational agency or school shall only include 
in its annual local educational agency report card data that are 
sufficient to yield statistically reliable information, as determined by 
the State, and that do not reveal personally identifiable information 
about an individual student. 
 
(E) PUBLIC DISSEMINATION- The local educational agency shall, 
not later than the beginning of the 2002-2003 school year, unless 
the local educational agency has received a 1-year extension 
pursuant to subparagraph (A), publicly disseminate the information 
described in this paragraph to all schools in the school district 
served by the local educational agency and to all parents of 
students attending those schools in an understandable and uniform 
format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language that 
the parents can understand, and make the information widely 
available through public means, such as posting on the Internet, 
distribution to the media, and distribution through public agencies, 
except that if a local educational agency issues a report card for all 
students, the local educational agency may include the information 
under this section as part of such report. 
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FEDERAL LAW ON ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS SUBGROUPS 
 

Title I – Part A Subpart 1 – Basic Program Requirements Sec. 1111 — 
 

(2) ACCOUNTABILITY- 
 
(b) ACADEMIC STANDARDS, ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS, AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY- 
 

(C) DEFINITION- Adequate yearly progress' shall be defined 
by the State in a manner that-- 

(i) applies the same high standards of academic 
achievement to all public elementary school and 
secondary school students in the State; 
(ii) is statistically valid and reliable; 
(iii) results in continuous and substantial academic 
improvement for all students; 
(iv) measures the progress of public elementary 
schools, secondary schools and local educational 
agencies and the State based primarily on the 
academic assessments described in paragraph (3); 
(v) includes separate measurable annual objectives 
for continuous and substantial improvement for each 
of the following: 

(I) The achievement of all public elementary 
school and secondary school students. 
(II) The achievement of-- 

(aa) economically disadvantaged 
students;  
(bb) students from major racial and 
ethnic groups;  
(cc) students with disabilities; and  
(dd) students with limited English 
proficiency;  

 
FEDERAL LAW ON SUBGROUPS REQUIRED FOR ASSESSMENT 
REPORTING 

 
Title I -- Part A — Subpart 1 – Basic Program Requirements Sec. 1111 --  
 
b) ACADEMIC STANDARDS, ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS, AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY- 
 

(3) ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS- 
 

(C) REQUIREMENTS- Such assessments shall-- 
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(xiii) enable results to be disaggregated within each State, 
local educational agency, and school by gender, by 
each major racial and ethnic group, by English 
proficiency status, by migrant status, by students with 
disabilities as compared to nondisabled students, and 
by economically disadvantaged students as compared 
to students who are not economically disadvantaged, 
except that, in the case of a local educational agency or a 
school, such disaggregation shall not be required in a case 
in which the number of students in a category is insufficient 
to yield statistically reliable information or the results would 
reveal personally identifiable information about an individual 
student; 

 
FEDERAL LAW ON HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS REPORTING 
 
Title I – Part A Subpart 1 – Basic Program Requirements Sec. 1111 -- 

 
(h) REPORTS- 
 
(6) PARENTS RIGHT-TO-KNOW- 
 

(A) QUALIFICATIONS- At the beginning of each school 
year, a local educational agency that receives funds under 
this part shall notify the parents of each student attending 
any school receiving funds under this part that the parents 
may request, and the agency will provide the parents on 
request (and in a timely manner), information regarding the 
professional qualifications of the student's classroom 
teachers, including, at a minimum, the following: 
 

(i) Whether the teacher has met State qualification 
and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject 
areas in which the teacher provides instruction. 
(ii) Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency 
or other provisional status through which State 
qualification or licensing criteria have been waived. 
(iii) The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher 
and any other graduate certification or degree held by 
the teacher, and the field of discipline of the 
certification or degree. 
(iv) Whether the child is provided services by 
paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications. 
 

(B) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION- In addition to the 
information that parents may request under subparagraph 
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(A), a school that receives funds under this part shall provide 
to each individual parent— 
 

(i) information on the level of achievement of the 
parent's child in each of the State academic 
assessments as required under this part; and 
(ii) timely notice that the parent's child has been 
assigned, or has been taught for four or more 
consecutive weeks by, a teacher who is not highly 
qualified. 
 

(C) FORMAT- The notice and information provided to 
parents under this paragraph shall be in an understandable 
and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in 
a language that the parents can understand. 

 
Part A — Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local 
Educational Agencies 
 
Subpart 1 — Basic Program Requirements  
 
SEC. 1119. QUALIFICATIONS FOR TEACHERS AND 
PARAPROFESSIONALS. 
 
(a) TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS AND MEASURABLE 
OBJECTIVES- 
(1) IN GENERAL- Beginning with the first day of the first 
school year after the date of enactment of the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001, each local educational agency receiving 
assistance under this part shall ensure that all teachers hired 
after such day and teaching in a program supported with 
funds under this part are highly qualified. 
 
(2) STATE PLAN- As part of the plan described in section 
1111, each State educational agency receiving assistance 
under this part shall develop a plan to ensure that all 
teachers teaching in core academic subjects within the State 
are highly qualified not later than the end of the 2005-2006 
school year. Such plan shall establish annual measurable 
objectives for each local educational agency and school that, 
at a minimum —  
(A) shall include an annual increase in the percentage of 
highly qualified teachers at each local educational agency 
and school, to ensure that all teachers teaching in core 
academic subjects in each public elementary school and 
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secondary school are highly qualified not later than the end 
of the 2005-2006 school year; 
(B) shall include an annual increase in the percentage of 
teachers who are receiving high-quality professional 
development to enable such teachers to become highly 
qualified and successful classroom teachers; and 
(C) may include such other measures as the State 
educational agency determines to be appropriate to increase 
teacher qualifications. 
(3) LOCAL PLAN- As part of the plan described in section 
1112, each local educational agency receiving assistance 
under this part shall develop a plan to ensure that all 
teachers teaching within the school district served by the 
local educational agency are highly qualified not later than 
the end of the 2005-2006 school year. 
 
(b) REPORTS- 
(1) ANNUAL STATE AND LOCAL REPORTS- 
(A) LOCAL REPORTS- Each State educational agency 
described in subsection (a)(2) shall require each local 
educational agency receiving funds under this part to 
publicly report, each year, beginning with the 2002-2003 
school year, the annual progress of the local educational 
agency as a whole and of each of the schools served by the 
agency, in meeting the measurable objectives described in 
subsection (a)(2). 
 

FEDERAL LAW ON SAFE AND DRUG FREE SCHOOLS REPORTING 
 

Title IV — 21st Century Schools Part A – Safe and Drug-Free Schools and 
Communities  Subpart 1 – State Grants Sec. 4112 
  

(3) UNIFORM MANAGEMENT INFORMATION AND REPORTING 
SYSTEM- 
 
INFORMATION AND STATISTICS- A State shall establish a uniform 
management information and reporting system. 
 
(B) USES OF FUNDS- A State may use funds described in 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of subsection (b)(2), either directly or through 
grants and contracts, to implement the uniform management information 
and reporting system described in subparagraph (A), for the collection of 
information on —  
 
(i) truancy rates; 
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(ii) the frequency, seriousness, and incidence of violence and drug-
related offenses resulting in suspensions and expulsions in 
elementary schools and secondary schools in the State; 
(iii) the types of curricula, programs, and services provided by the chief 
executive officer, the State educational agency, local educational 
agencies, and other recipients of funds under this subpart; and 
(iv) the incidence and prevalence, age of onset, perception of health risk, 
and perception of social disapproval of drug use and violence by youth in 
schools and communities. 
 
(C) COMPILATION OF STATISTICS - In compiling the statistics required 
for the uniform management information and reporting system, the 
offenses described in subparagraph (B)(ii) shall be defined pursuant to the 
State's criminal code, but shall not identify victims of crimes or persons 
accused of crimes. The collected data shall include incident reports by 
school officials, anonymous student surveys, and anonymous teacher 
surveys. 
 
(D) REPORTING - The information described under subparagraph (B) 
shall be reported to the public and the data referenced in clauses (i) 
and (ii) of such subparagraph shall be reported to the State on a school-
by-school basis.  


